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PARASHAS VA’EIRA

2(( yod spoke to Moses and said to him, “ am HASHEM. 3| appeared to Abraham, to Isaac,

and to Jacob as El Shaddai, but with My Name HAsHEM I did not make Myself known to
them. 4 Moreover, | established My covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the
land of their sojourning, in which they sojourned. 5 Moreover, | have heard the groan of the
Children of Israel whom Egypt enslaves and I have remembered My covenant. erefore, say
to the Children of Israel: ‘ am HASHEM, and | shall take you out from under the burdens of Egypt;
I shall rescue you from their service; | shall redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great
judgments.@ shall take you to Me for a people and I shall be a God to you; and you shall know
that | am HASHEM your God, Who takes you out from under the burdens of Egypt. 8 I shall bring
you to the land about which I raised My hand to give it to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;

and I shall give it to you as a heritage — | am HASHEM." "
9 So Moses spoke accordingly to the Children of Israel; but they did not heed Moses, because
of shortness of breath and hard work.
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6-7. The four expressions of redemption. Having told
Moses that the impending revelation would be greater than
that which was revealed to the Patriarchs, and that He was
about to redeem the Jewish people, God commanded him to
go once again to the Jews and tell them that He — as HASHEM,
the Name that denotes His power and mercy — was about to
redeem them. These two verses contain four different ex-

ressions, representing progressive stages of the redemp-
on. T hese four stages are the basis for the Rabbinic require-
ment of the Four Cups at the Pesach Seder. The expressions,

as explained by R’ Bachya, are:

nNKYim — / shall take you out . God would remove the Jews
from the burdens of slavery even before they were permitted
to leave the country and while they were still the chattels of
Egypt. The slavery ended in Tishrei, but they did not leave
Egypt until six months later.

nbym — [ shall rescue you. God would take the Jews out
of Egypt.The subjugation to Egypt will be formally ended.

nx3 — I shall redeem you. This alludes to the Splitting of
the Sea, when God’s outstretched arm with great judgments
crushed Egypt’s power for good [ch. 14-15]. Until then, the
Jews feared that they would be pursued by their former mas-
ters and returned to slavery. As the Sages teach, the punish-
ments inflicted upon the Egyptians at the Sea were five times
as great as those they suffered during the Ten Plagues.

nnp%) — I shall take you. God took the Jews as His people
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These two verses, stated by Hashem to Moshe at the beginning
of our parsha, contain what are known as “t}}‘ei four eggressions of
redemption.” However, as many commentators point out, this depic-
tion does not do full justice to these terms, as “four expressions” of
something sounds like four ways of saying the same thing. In reality,

~J_ these four terms represent four distinct stages in the redemption from

In Parshas Lech Lecha, Avraham is foretold of the exile that hi;
scendants will experience:
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[Hashem] said to Avram, “You shall surely know that your
descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and

they will serve them, and they will oppress them, for four

AT

Mitzrayim; and indeed, the Talmud Yerushalmi thus refers to them as

“four redemptions.”
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We see that the exile is described as comprising three increasing

levels: (1) being strangers in a foreign land, (2) serving the Egyptians,
and (3) being oppressed by them. As such, the redemption from that
exile will likewise take the form of undoing those levels, beginning, of
course, with the most difficult:

» RAV HIRSCH: A SYSTEMATIC REVERSAL OF THE EGYPTIAN EXILE
There have been many different interpretations of these four
stages offered by the commentators over the generations, both in th.e
Rishonim and the Acharonim.? A classic approach to this matter is
found in the commentary of Rav Hirsch, who explains that if we wish
to understand the specific connotation of each of these “redemption
terms,” we must remind ourselves of the way the Torah itself originally

a described this exile.

o “V'hotzeisi—I will take you out from the burdens of Mitzrayim,”
refers to releasing them from the burden of oppression.

o V'hitzalti—1I will save you from their service,” refers to freeing
them from having to serve the Egyptians.

o “Vgaalti—I will redeem you,” refers to the_indignity of being
aliens in a foreign land, with no status, standing or recognition.
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It is most mterestmg to note that in contrast w1th the first two
expressions, which specify from what the people will be redeemed (“the
burdens...their service”), this third expression instead focuses on how:
“with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.” This addresses
one of the most basic questions regarding the entire Exodus from
Egypt. Arguably, the whole process could have taken place on a much
lower key, with Pharaoh being afflicted with some debilitating condi-
tion until the people were released and a safe distance away. Instead,
it was a year-long production, full of miracles and wonders, as well as
devastating and humiliating judgments for the Egyptians. A crucial
goal served by this method is that it restored the prestige of the Jewish
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People. After having been regarded as people of no worth, more or less
from the time that they entered the land, Hashem demonstrated that
in His eyes, they were of immense value, deserving of great miracles
through which their oppressors would be punished. This was the final
point of their redemption, leading to the fourth stage:

o “Vlakachti—I will take you to Me as a people,” expresses the
purpose of the entire Egyptian experience—to enable the
Jewish People to receive the Torah.
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Four Stages to Disengage from the
Egyptians and Connect with HKB”"H

.—;;';has Vaeira 5780 | & 09 5»3 'V o0

As it is the nature of Torah to be elucidated from seventy
differentaspects, I would like to present to our royal audience
a novel interpretation of the four expressions of geulah.
We find that the commentaries—the Ramban, Rabeinu
Bachayei, Ohr HaChaim, Kli Yakar——attémpt to explain the

seemmgly redundant language of the passuk: manx 'nxgym”
"mnmiayn manK noem omsn mvao nnne—I shall take you
out from under the burdens of Mitzrayim; I shall rescue
you from their servitude. It would seem that taking them

them “from their servitude” are one and the same.

out “from under the burdens of Mitzrayim” and rescuing

We learn a wonderful explanation from the words of
the Sefas Emes (5631), which he brings down in the name
of his elder, the great author of the Chiddushei HaRim,

under the burdens of Mitzrayim.”

zy"a, concerning the passuk: “I shall take you out from
I heard from my

master, my father, my elder, my teacher and my Ray,

ztz"l, the implication of the term “burden.”

could not tolerate the tumah of Mitzrayim anymore;

They

the . subsequent geulah stemmed from this fact.

Y [Translator’s note: The word m%av is related to the Hebrew

infinitive %13v% which means to tolerate.]

Embellishing this thought, the Sefas Emes adds:

R

Y R AeaY mey Yannw v Yy URwm wiR Yab nsnyn asy
987 Y 319 98 DI 177 (11 N1DN3) YU TR pays aNawn nvons
"nywan nynan nn pan It is advisable for every Jew to

jccustom himself to truly despise that which is evil . ..

1 this practice constitutes the beginning of the geulah.

We should note that in Siach Sarfei Kodesh (Part 3, 481),
he presents a similar explanation in the name of the great
Rabbi Bunim of Peshischa, zy”a, with a unique twist. He

writes that at the beginning of the galus in Mitzrayim, it
was extremely difficult for Yisrael, because they could not |

tolerate the tumah of Mitzrayim; however, little by little

they grew accustomed to the hardship, and were able to

tolerate the Egyptians. Hence, when HKB"H saw that Bnei

Yisrael were starting to_tolerate the Egyptians, which

"mstltuted a tremendous danger—lest they intermingle

with them and learn to adopt their ways—He proclaimed:
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1 BONR YiRAb 0w 02RY, 310 KY NI senn peenn—if you are
already able to tolerate the Egyptians, the situation is

# desperate; I must redeem you immediately.

Upon further scrutiny, it appears that this interpretation
coincides magnificently with the passuk (Shemos 12, 39):
"namanny 199 K91'—for they could not delay. As explained
in the Siddur of the Arizal (Pesach Haggadah), Yisrael had
already sunk to the 49* level of tumah; had they delayed
and remained in Mitzrayim any longer, they would have
sunk to the 50% level of tumah, making it impossible for
them to ever leave there.

Thus, we learn that towards the end of the galus in
Mitzrayim, Yisrael were in grave danger of getting too
close to the Egyptians. So much so that they were likely to
intermingle with them and fall to the 50" level of tumah.
This prompted HKB"H to proclaim: “I shall take you

out from under the burdens of Mitzrayim.” I see that

>

you cannot withstand and tolerate the profane, impure

practices of the Egyptians any longer. For this reason, you

will be rescued; so that you will not descend to the 50
level of tumah.

‘(0 The Amazing Connection between
the First Two Expressions of Geulah

In this manner, we will explain the wonderful connection
between the first expression of geulah: nnnn ponN nRY
"nven niyav—I shall take you out from under the burdens
of Mitzrayim—and the second: "enTiayn pans nbsmv—I

shall rescue you from their servitude. We will refer to
what the Sefas Emes (Shemos 5634) brings down in the
name of the Zohar hakadosh (Shemos 15a). Qut of concern
that Yisrael would intermingle and assimilate with the
other nations in galus, HKB"H took them to Mitzrayim,
{ where the hatred of Yisrael was great. This was to their

- 'benefit, to prevent their assimilation.
Then the Sefas Emes adds a tremendous chiddush. In

' truth, the Egyptians wanted to befriend Yisrael, to draw
them near, so that they would assimilate with them. HKB"H,

~ however, intervened; he caused them to hate Yisrael. He
presents explicit proof for this from the words of David

HaMelech. Singing about the galus in Mitzrayim, he says
(Tehillim 105, 25): "»r7apa Ysanny my xuwy o3y an'—He
turned their hearts to hate His nation, to plot against His

servants. Thus, we see that the Egyptians actually wanted
to befriend Yisrael; however, HKB”H turned their hearts.

He brings additional support for this idea, in his own
concise, sacred way, from an elucidation in the Gemara

(Sotah 11b) related to the passuk (Shemos 1, 13): vraysr

*1ar13 13 YN1WY 137,771 103 R yhR et - 1103 R s nx e
"nomp3 mx—“the Egyptians enslaved Bnei Yisrael with

crushing labor (*wx): Rabbi Elazar said this means

with a soft mouth (“peh rach,” indicating thétdfheyiwere

initially spoken to gently and persuasively); Rabbi Shmuel

\xb‘gljrl_\{gchmeini said this means (literally) with crushing
labor. Based on what we have just explained, we can
suggest that both viewpoints are valid. Initially, Pharaoh
and the Egyptians enticed Yisrael to work “with a gentle

mouth”; they encouraged them and offered them good pay.

However, HKB"H turned their hearts and caused them to
hate Yisrael; then the enslavement changed into crushing
labor, so that Yisrael would not assimilate with them. .

" ,

Now, we will see that this insightful idea of the Sefas
Emes is stated explicitly by Chazal in the Midrash (S.R. 1,
8) related to the passuk (Shemos 1, 8): “A new king arose
over Mitzrayim , who did not know Yosef.” The Midrash
teaches ‘'us_that after Yosef passed away, Bnei Yisrael
~neglected the mitzvah of “Bris milah.” They declared that

o they wanted to be like the Egyptians. Hence, we learn that
Moshe had them circumcised at the time of the exodus.
Because of this declaration and change of heart, HKB"H 4
turned the Egyptians’ love for them into hatred, as per the
passuk cited above: “He turned their hearts to hate His
nation, to plot against His servants.”

So, we learn from this Midrash that the Egyptians did,
indeed, love Yisrael; however, when they began to go astray,
HKB"H transformed their love into hatred. Thus, we learn

acrucial lesson. In galus, it is imperative that Jews distance
themselves from the laws and practices of the goyim.
! Then, they are powerless to do us any harm. If, however,
we begin to get close to them and adopt their customs an':}
5 practices, chas v’shalom, then HKB"H arouses in the goyi
an gnormous hatred of Yisrael to keep us apart.

3
\Now, this enlightens us as to the amazing connection
between thefirsttwo expressions of geulah: »nbxnv—Ishall
take you out from under the burdens of Mitzrayim—and
mpizem—I shall rescue you from their servitude._First,
HKB"H brought about a spiritual geulah; Yisrael could no _

~longer tolerate the tumah of Mitzrayim, causing them to

distance themselves from the Egyptians. As a result, the
second aspect of geulah came to pass; they were rescued

% from the extreme, difficult labor that had been imposed on
them for getting too close to the Egyptians.

\ @ The Amazing Connection between
All Four Expressions of Geulah

We have now achieved a greater understanding of the
relationship between the first three expressions of geulah:

mpRan e nRert. They represent three distinct stages
of separation from the tumah of Mitzrayim—both physical

and spiritual. The first step was: “I shall take you out

from under the burdens of Mitzrayim.” HKB"H liberated

.

Yisrael from their spiritual enslavement, by making the
. tumah of Mitzrayim intolerable to them. This prepared
them for the second stage: “I shall rescue you from

their servitude” They were liberated from the physical

~ enslavement, because it was no longer necessary to have

the Egyptians subject them to crushing labor in order to
distance them from the Egyptians. i

~P) After liberating Yisrael from Mitzrayim spiritually and
physically, there was no longer any reason for them to
remain in that galus; the time had arrived for the geulah
from Mitzrayim. However, if HKB”H took them out with
Pharaoh’s consent, they would have been beholden to
Pharaoh. Therefore, the third stage of the geulah was
necessary: “Ishall redeem you with an outstretched arm

and with great judgments.” HKB"H hardened Pharaoh’s

heart and strengthened his resolve, so that he would not
sanction the departure of Yisrael. This meant that HKB"H

M had to redeem Yisrael “with great judgments.” As aresult,
Yisrael would not be beholden to Pharaoh and would not
be enslaved to him in any shape or form.
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After completing these three stages of geulah—

represented by the expressions "nbxa1 nbem nRgwn’—
the stage was set for the fourth stage of geulah: "nnpby—I
shall take you to Me for a people, and I shall be a G-d
" to you. According to the Ibn Ezra and Seforno, this meant
that they would receive the Torah at Har Sinai. For, they
~were only worthy of receiving the Torah after they had
been completely detached from the tumah of Mitzrayim.

This can be better understood in light of the following
passuk (Vayikra 20, 26): 7*7aN1 /11 228 w1TR " 2YWITR °Y B
Y nenb oy m pank—you shall be holy for Me, for I
Hashem am holy; and I have separated you from among
the peoples to be Mine. Rashi comments: If you are
separated from them (the other nations), then you are
Mine; but if not, then you belong to Nevuchadnetzar
and his cohorts. Let us explain. The purpose of being
separate from the other nations is 50 as not to be corrupted
by them. Hence, if you remain separate from them, you
will be Mine—you will succeed in following and adhering
to the ways of Hashem and His Torah. If not, if you do not

separate yourselves from their practices, you will belong *

to Nevuchadnetzar and his cohorts; for, you will ultlmately
succumb, chas v'shalom, to their evil ways and deeds.

Ay

Based on what we have learned, it is now quite clear
why HKB"H repeated the fact that He would take Yisrael
out from under the burdens of Mitzrayim. Recall that
He opens by saying: “I shall take you out from under
the burdens of Mitzrayim.” After mentioning the four

expressions of geulah, He concludes: “And you shall know

that I am Hashem your E-d, Who takes you out }ram

under the burdens of Mitzrayim.” He wanted to teach us
a crucial lesson pertinent to all of the galuyos. Yisrael were
‘*‘ redeemed from Mitzrayim in the merit of total, absolute
separation from the tumah of Mitzrayim and their practices.
The same holds true in every generation. It is imperative

7 that we separate ourselves from the practices of the goyim.
( If we do so, we will merit the-complete geulah, swiftl 3 in
_our times! Amen. ¥
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{Chanae is a difficult thing. If you ask most American rab-
banim, even in the best of congregations, to identify the
most serious problem they face with their congregants, most
will tell you that it is getting people to accept changes. After

all, they learn Daf Yomi, send their children to the finest
schools and come to shul three times a day. What more
could you possibly want from them? They just want to be
left alone. :

Most people are guilty of an extremely serious sin which
the Torah (Devarim 29:18) describes as, “Shalom yihyeh li
ki beshrirus libi eilech.” Loosely. translated, it means, “I'm
fine. Leave me alone.” The Chazon Ish calls someone who
displays this attitude a beinoni beshitah, a person who delib-
erately chooses to be mediocre as a matter of principle. But
life is not like that. There is no standing still in life, not when
it comes to ruchnius.

Yaakov Avinu told us, “Behold, the ladder is standing on
the ground and its top reaches into the heavens.” The com-
mentators see in these words that life is like a ladder. Either
you go up, or you go down. You never remain stagnant.

Perhaps we can give this analogy a bit of a contemporary
twist. Life is actually like an escalator. A down escalator. Our
mission in life is to get to the top. If we walk up slowly, we
will be carried down by the motion of the escalator. If we
walk up quickly, we will stay in more or less the same place,
since the down motion of the escalator and our own upward
motion would cancel each other out. If, however, we make
a tremendous effort to run up, we can overcome the down-
ward motion and reach the top. That is what life is all about
when it comes to matters of ruchnius. If you don’t make
an_effort, the escalator will carry you down. There is no
standing still in life.

35' The Midrash tells us that whenever an episode begins
with the word vayeishev, and he sat, it is a sign of forebod-
ing. Why is this so? The Maharal explains that sitting in one
-place invites calamity. Jews weren't made to sit still. A

X

Jew has to be constantly changing, constantly growing, con-
stantly battling and struggling to reach new levels of
achievement. Life is about change. Life is about growth. Life
is about falling down and getting up and dusting yourself off
and continuing the struggle. Life is an escalator.

. The Midrash tells us that Hashem brought all the animals
to Adam to be named. Adam looked at each one, discerned
its essence and named it accordingly. Finally, Hashem asked
Adam, “What name would you give to yourself? What should
we call you?” .

“l should be called Adam,” he replied very wisely,
“because | was taken from the earth [which is called
adamah].”

Where exactly did the Midrash see Adam’s great wisdom
in this response? How does the connection between Adam
and adamah reflect on the essence of the human being?

4 The Alter of Slobodka. explains that an Adam, a human
being, is indeed essentially like the adamah, the ground. You
put things in the ground and they grow. You work, hoe, ill,
fertilize, prune, harvest and plant again. That’s the nature of

~ the ground. A human being is the same. His whole life is a
¥ continuous cycle of effort and growth, a Eonstant battle that
never ends. \

-p and realize that he initially had a problem.
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BETWEEN 1930 AND m?230—OPPRESSION AND RECOGNITION
Having discussed the four stages of redemption in a general sense,
let us consider for a moment a fascinating detail within these verses.
The word “sivlos—burdens” appears_twice: first in the beginning of _
verse 6, and then again at the end of verse 7. However, there is a differ-
ence between these two appearances. The first time that itis written, it

f\I is missing the letter vav at the end—“ri>a0” while the second time, it ii

written “in full” with the vav—“ni?30.” What is behind this shift?

R’ Yosef Salant offers a most profound explanation.® It is clear from
the Midrash and classic commentators that the damage sustained by
the Jewish People in Egypt was twofold in nature; alongside the physical
and material oppression of the slavery itself, there was also a spiritual

e . 8
decline. This is summed up in the statement of the Zohar that by the
time they left, the people were on the forty-ninth level of impurity.*
Whether this damage was inflicted knowingly and intentionally by the
Egyptians or was simply a by-product of the general Egypt experience
is a matter of some discussion among the commentators,® but the dam-

in the fullest sense of the word, incorporated spiritual rehabilitation as
well as physical deliverance.

( age was done. The corollary of this idea is that redemption from Egypt,}
1

3‘“ It is normal that if a person has a problem of a physical nature, be it
medical, economic, or otherwise, that person will be aware of the fact.

/" By contrast, if a person has a spiritual problem. he might not be aware

of it at all. Indeed, it is practically a trademark of spiritual problems
that a person becomes desensitized to spiritual matters, including his

own spiritual situation. Ironically, sometimes it is only after a person
manages to recover to a certain degree that he is then able to look back

The commentators explain that when a plural word is spelled with-
out a vav at the end, it is in order to denote an element of singularity as

well. This brings us to the spelling of the word “sivlos.” As we noted, the
first time it appears, when Hashem says, “I will take you out from under
the burdens of Egypt,” the word is written without a vavy—“11230.” The
reason is because, at the time that they were being rescued, the people

~/ were only aware of being under one type of burden: the physical op-

pression. However, the next verse describes Hashem taking the people .

to Him as His people, culminating in the giving of the Torah, at which

point they will then be able to look back from their spiritually recovered
,steite and realize that Hashem had taken them out from two types ofj‘?

'\: op:pression, both physical and spiritual—hence, the word “nivap” is \\

-
,

i\;,wrf;tten with a vav, indicating multiple burdens!
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